Congress of the United States
PHouse of Vepresentatives
Washington, DE 20515

December 6, 2021

The Honorable Chiquita BrooksaSure
Administrator

Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard

Baltimore, MD 21244

Dear Administrator Brook&aSure:

The COVID-19 pandemicas taken gignificanttoll on the American public both physically and
emotionallyfor almost two yeardn that time though,multiple vaccinehavebecomewidely available
for thosewishingto be vaccinatedAccording to the Mayo Cliniapearly60 percent of th&nited States
population over the age of 12fully vaccinatedincludingover 83 percendf the Medicareaged
populationt

Thankfully, the United Statdsasseen a overalldecrease in ne®@OVID-19 infections, hospitalizations

and deathsince vaccines became readily availgiaed vhile we are noyetout of the woods, many

are saying the end of the pandemic is in sigbtmer Food and Drug Administration Commissioner

Scott Gottliep M.D.recenly statedd he pandemi ¢ fimay w@whichidthe over o
deadlinethe Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (C8Epr complying witheitherits
vaccinationrmandateor enforcing thecontinueduse ofmaslks andweekly testing.

At a time when we aréacingagrowinghealth care workforce shortagencludinga projected

physician shortagef more thar00,000 by 2034 implementing a federal vaccine mandate will only

serve toexacerbate the probley your own a dequirensentowill,applfffot ] hes e
approximately 76,000 providers and cover®ltisver 1
difficult, if not impossible, to reconcile the rationale for implementing a mandate like this at the tail end

of the pandmic while we, as a nation, are struggling to staff hospitals, physician offices and other
ancillaryproviders

We fully supporty our agealcyds A[e]nsuring patient safety
unable to access care because their peovid longer participates in the Medicare progréms,rule

will undermine its stated goddy subjecting providers to egregious federal overreaan,r nat i onods
vulnerable populationwill be at riskandA me r isen&i8 will bear the brunt of anyqvider loss due

to noncompliance with this heaviyjanded and constitutionally dubious vaccine mandatericansare

quitting their jobs at a record pace, ahiés new federal mandatell only make matters worse and keep

more Americans out of the workfue®

1 https://www.mayoclinic.org/coronaviresovid-19/vaccinetracker

2 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/204®ov/coviddata/covidview/index.html

3 https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/580288ttlieb-sayspandemiein-us-could-be-overby-january

4 https://lwww.aamc.org/newissights/presseleases/aam@portreinforcesmounting-physicianshortage

5 https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/presseases/bideharrisadministratiorissuesemergencyregulationrequiring-covid-
19-vaccinationrhealthcare

8 https://www.politico.com/news/2021/11/12/f@nd straightmonthamericansjuit-jobs-at-a-recordpace521116



There are over 54 million Medicaegied Americanéand it is our duty as Members of Congress
representing thosgeniorsto ensure they maintain access to their preferred health care prahdeis

especiallytrue wherthat means opposinganmd ni st r ati ve

options for our constituentknger wait timesand the inevitability of adverse health outcordaes to

fewer available providers

We strongly urge you tabandorimplementing thissnerous newule ard insteacheed current statistics
thatshowseniors are vaccinated at a higher rate than the rest of the popafatamtinated Americans
while alsouniquely vulnerable to disruptions in the health care syatghconsider the potentially

negative consequences this mandate will have on the size and strength of our health care Warkforce
truly ensure patient safety and protection, we must presenve Ai c ans 6
providers rather than impose a new -cneefits-a | |

providers at a timevhenthey can least afford.it

Sincerely,
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Vern Buchanar™
Member of Congress
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Elise Stefanik ¢
Member of Congress

J}: JLM
@@ﬁ
Member of Congress

Qedey V. Ardngternr

Member ofCongress
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Mike Kelly
Member of Congress
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Larry Buc on, M.D.
Member of Congress

Brett Guthrie
Member of Congress
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Jackie Walorski
Member of Congress
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David B,JMcKinley, P.E. .
r of Congress

7 https://acl.gov/sites/default/files/Aging%20and%20Disability%20in%20America/2020ProfileOlderAmericans.Final_.pdf
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Ralph Norman ast
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Jonn Joyce, M.D. RobertE. Latta —

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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GuUyReschenthaler
Member of Congress

Kelly Armsffong
Member of Congfe€ss
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William Timmons
Member of Congress

Gregornsg. 'Murphy, M.
Member of Congress
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Mike Johnsan

Member of Congress
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Beth Van Duyne
Member ofCongress
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Darin LaHood
Member of Congress

D ot

Warren Davidson
Member of Congress
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Brian Babin, D.D.S.
Member of Congress
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Brad R. Wenstrup, D.P.M.
Member of Congress
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Glenn Grothman
Member of Congress

John H. Rutherford
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

O &K

Michelle Steel
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Dan Newhouse
Member of Congress

Michael Cloud
Member ofCongress

Tréy-Bdlderson

Member of Congress
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A. Drew Ferguson, IV, DA.D.
Member of Congress

hn Moolenaar
Member of Congress
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Tim Burchett
Member of Congress

ottt

C. Scott Franklin
Member of Congress
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Barry Moore
Member of Congress
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P6m McClintock
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Diana Harshbarger, Pharm.D.
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Tom Rice
Member of Congress
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Ton{ Reed
Member of Congress

arlos Gimen
Member of Congress
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Pete Sessions™
Member of Congress

Greg Pence
Member of Congress
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Ben Cline
Member of Congress
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Mike Rogers
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Andy Harris, M.D.
Member of Congress
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David Kustoff
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress



Lisa McClain
Member of Congress

[ Lof Do

Richard Hudson
Member of Congress
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Anf Wagner
Member of Congre
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Member of Congress

Lloyd Smucker
Member of Congress
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Dan Bishop
Member ofCongress
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Member of Congress
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Louie Gohmert
Member of Congress
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David Schweikert
Member of Congress
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Rick W. Allen
Member of Congress

Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Bruce Westerman
Member of Congress
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Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress




Nancy Ma
Member of Congress

Vicky Hartger E;

Member of Congress

Ste¥en M. Palazz
Member of Congress

Jake LaTurner
Member ofCongress
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Tom Emmer
Member of Congress
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Austin Scott
Member of Congress

Trey Hollings
Member of Congress

Chuck Fleischmann
Member of Congress

Mike Bost
Member of Congress



